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Summary In The Heroic Boldness of Martin Luther, Dr. Steven J. Lawson shows the convictions and

practices that fed Luther's pulpit boldness, providing an example for all preachers in a day when

truth once more is in decline. Chapters  Luther's Life and Legacy A Deep Conviction about the Word

A Relentless Drive in the Study A Firm Commitment to the Text A Passionate Delivery in the Pulpit
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One of several books in Reformation Trust's "Long Line of Godly Men" series, The Heroic Boldness

of Martin Luther details what made Luther such a powerful preacher. Most people are familiar with

Luther's Ninety-five Theses, nailed to the door of Castle Church, against the practice of the selling

of indulgences by the church. Many will know that this was a giant step forward in the Protestant

Reformation, but they may not realize that Luther's preaching would go on to be a model that

pastors and preachers would continue to follow.There are five points that Luther believed that

caused his preaching to stand out in his time: 1. The Bible is divinely inspired. 2. God's Word is

absolutely pure and infallibly true. 3. Scripture alone is the supreme authority for believers. 4. The

Bible is clear and understandable to all. 5. The Bible is sufficient.Luther's belief that Scripture was

meant for everyone led him to publish a German New Testament. This New Testament was

translated from the original Greek, not the Latin used by the Roman Catholic Church. The



importance of Scripture in Luther's sermon preparation was also evident. He always began his study

with a prayer to understand what he was about to read, and he often. He focused on the Bible first,

and is quoted as saying, "The Bible will be buried under a mass of literature about the Bible, and the

text itself will be neglected." He devoted time to exegesis of the Biblical text in the original

languages of Hebrew and Greek, as well as the scholarly language of the time, Latin. He also knew

that his studies were dependent on the illuminating work of the Holy Spirit.Above all, Luther's

sermons were always Christ-centered. Whatever the text, Luther preached Christ.
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